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work after World War
II helped frame the
modern empirical
study of perception,
memory, and other
psychological
processes. Postman
was important to The
American Journal of
Psychology, serving
as a frequent
contributor, and the
journal remained
important to him
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Egan in 1949, was
one of the
fundamental texts
reflecting the change
in the discipline of
psychology during the
period following World
War II, from the
European theoretic
basis to a new
approach based on
experimentation. He
also published papers
on rumor with Gordon
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Leo Joseph Postman,
professor emeritus of
psychology and a
dominant figure in the
study of human
memory, died on April
22, 2004, of heart
failure at his home in
Marblehead,
Massachusetts. He
was 85. Postman was
“a major theoretician
in the development of
the theory of
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forgetting,” said friend
and colleague Donald
Riley, professor
emeritus of
psychology.
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Leo Joseph Postman
(June 7, 1918 – April
22, 2004) was a
Russian-born
American
psychologist known
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for his research on
human memory. He
taught at the
University of
California, Berkeley
from 1950 to his
retirement in 1987. In
1961, he founded
Berkeley's Institute of
Human Learning,
which later became
the Institute for
Cognitive and Brain
Sciences.
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(1954)
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out the first edition of
his Experimental
Psychology. In his
preface he remarked
on the "youth and
immaturity of
experimental
psychology" in which
"the student can
rather quickly
penetrate the zone of
unsettled problems in
original investigation."
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