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For more than 5,000 years, since the beginnings of the
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first agrarian empires, humans have used elaborate
credit systems to buy and sell goods—that is, long
before the invention of coins or cash. It is in this era,
Graeber argues, that we also first encounter a society
divided into debtors and creditors.

Debt: The First 5,000 Years is a book by anthropologist
David Graeber published in 2011. It explores the
historical relationship of debt with social institutions
such as barter, marriage, friendship, slavery, law,
religion, war and government. It draws on the history
and anthropology of a number of civilizations, large and
small, from the first known records of debt from Sumer
in 3500 BC until the present.

Debt: The First 5,000 Years redeems the social
sciences. Not As a sociologist, I've been despairing of
late at the paucity of imagination and theoretical
innovation in social science research. Academics,
perhaps because of the need to publish quickly and
garner grant money, seem content to only add
statistical validation to already established conclusions.

Debt: The First 5,000 Years Here anthropologist David
Graeber presents a stunning reversal of conventional
wisdom: he shows that before there was money, there
was debt. For more than 5,000 years, since the
beginnings of the first agrarian empires, humans have
used elaborate credit systems to buy and sell
goods—that is, long before the invention of coins or

cash.
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Debt: The First 5,000 Years is a fascinating chronicle

of this little known history— in which we learn so many
surprising facts, such as the information that Adam
Smith had Latin translations of Al-Ghazali and Al-

Tusi’ s works in his library, suggesting that the writings
of the two Islamic thinkers may have been among his
sources, for instance in his theory of the division of
labour.
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So much information is packed into Debt: The First
5,000 Years, that it could easily have been written as
five separate stand-alone books.

Free download or read online Debt: The First 5,000
Years pdf (ePUB) book. The first edition of the novel
was published in 2011, and was written by David
Graeber. The book was published in multiple languages
including English, consists of 534 pages and is available
in Hardcover format. The main characters of this
history, economics story are , .
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It is a magisterial and deeply scholarly history of how
debt — and money — came to be what it is today, and
how human relations evolved around it. Debt: The First
5000 Years covers a vgg;ts%weep of history,



anthropology, and political economy, arguing not so
much for a single thesis as for a braid of
complementary ideas. Among them are:

Debt : the first 5,000 years | David Graeber. p. em.

Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN
978-1-933633-86-2 (alk. paper) 1. Debt-History. 2.
Money-History. 3. Financial crises-History. I. Title.
HG3701.G73 2010 332-dc22 2010044508

DEBT—Libeom-org
Debt-The First 5000 Years

: ; I I . | el
PbtA-ifying * Debt: the First 5000 Years’ The actual
middle ages, as well as most of human history, had
very little usage of money within a community —
instead, debts were used. In fact, all evidence suggests
that the concept of debt far pre-dates the concept of
money. What' s more, the concept of money far pre-
dates the concept of barter.

PbtA-ifying—Debtthe First 5000 Years——Black-Sky
‘Re'dT

I recently read Debt: the First 5000 Years by David
Graeber, and it has stuck on my mind for a while. It" s
one of those “ Everybody is wrong about X, here is
what you’ ve missed in plain sight” -type books; as
Chamath would put it, “* often wrong, but never in
doubt.” It" s worth summarizing here, both because |
think you’ Il find it intgé{;]%%/tsing, and also because I' m



enjoying the challenge of synthesizing all of these ideas
together into a compact format.

Debt: The First 5000 Years. David Graeber Audiobook
Chapter 1: On The Experience of Moral Confusion
David Graeber's Dank Audio Stash:
https://www.youtube.com...

According to Anthropologist David Graeber, author of
the new book * Debt: The First 5000 Years’ , debt takes
on an even larger significance when we trace its

history, since this exercise allows us to gain a new and
more complete understanding of economics as a whole,
and our modern capitalist system in particular (not to
mention several other aspects of the human condition

to boot).

Authors@Google, hosted by Boris Debic, 2012“ While
the “ national debt” has been the concern du jour of
many economists, commentators and politicians, little
attention is ever paid to the historical significance of
debt. For thousands of years, the struggle between rich
and poor has largely taken the form of conflicts
between creditors and debtors—of arguments about...

Debt: The First 5,000 Years is a fascinating chronicle
of this little known hislgggr%ﬁas well as how it has



defined human history, and what it means for the credit
crisis of the present day and the...
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David Graeber’ s Debt, The First 5,000 Years, is an
interesting and thought-provoking book. It is worth
reading as a history of debt, credit, and money.

.  Debt T . ’ I "
Graeber

David Graeber’ s Debt: The First 5,000 Years is an
ambitious book. The title tells us that, and so does its
author. At the anthropology blog Savage Minds,
Graeber reports that a friend, on reading a draft, told
him, “ 1 don’ t think anyone has written a book like this
in a hundred years.”
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