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In recent years, the nature of conflict has
changed. Through asymmetric warfare
radical groups and weak state actors are
using unexpected means to deal stunning

blows to more powerful opponents in the
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West. From terrorism toinformation
warfare, the Wests air power, sea power
and land power are open to attack from
clever, but much weaker, enemies.
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clear and engaging introduction, Rod
Thornton unpacks the meaning and
significance of asymmetric warfare, in both
civilian and military ...
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Asymmetric Warfare: Threat and
Response in the Twenty-First Century. In
this clear and engaging introduction, Rod
Thornton unpacks the meaning and
significance of asymmetric warfare, in both

civilian and military realms, and examines
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why it has become such an important
subject for study. More Details...

Polity, Feb 12, 2007 - History - 241 pages.
0 Reviews. In recent years, the nature of

conflict has changed. Through asymmetric
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warfare radical groups and weak state
actors are using unexpected...

Summary In recent years, the nature of
conflict has changed. Through asymmetric

warfare radical groups and weak state
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actors are using unexpected means to deal
stunning blows to more powerful
opponents in the West.

Asymmetric warfare (or asymmetric

engagement) is war between belligerents
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whose relative military power differs
significantly, or whose strategy or tactics
differ significantly. This is typically a war
between a standing, professional army and
an insurgency or resistance movement
militias who often have status of unlawful
combatants.. Asymmetric warfare can

describe a conflict in which the ...
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Photo Credit: Gints Ivuskans /

Shutterstock. Russia is increasingly turning
its asymmetric arsenal on NATO allies to
attack the credibility of the Alliance,
undermine democratic institutions across

member states, and disrupt NATO
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cohesion on-a variety of policy and
security issues. Despite falling below the
threshold of conventional warfare,
asymmetric threats are designed to weaken
the security of the Alliance and individual
allies, as well as destabilize allied
governments and societies.

Page 22/34



Viet Cong. A Viet Cong soldier crouching
in a bunker during the Vietnam War.
National Archives and Records
Administration. Guerrilla warfare,
occurring between lightly armed partisans

and a conventional army, is an example of
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asymmetrical warfare. Terrorist tactics,
such as hijackings and suicide bombings,
are also considered to be asymmetrical,
both because they tend to involve a
smaller, weaker group attacking a stronger
one and also because attacks on civilians
are by definition one-way ...
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Cyber operations are asymmetric in that
the build-up to a confrontation may be
undetectable, and once it has occurred, it
could be impossible to determine its origin.
In cyber warfare, attacks occur at nearly
the speed of light. You get little warning or

time to react.
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Fhe-Asymmetric Nature-of Cyber-Warfare
—UJSNH-News

Asymmetric warfare is violent action
undertaken by the * have-nots’ against
the * haves’ whereby the have-nots, be
they state or sub-state actors, seek to

generate profound effects — at all levels of
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warfare(J from the tactical to the
strategic—by employing their own specific
relative advantages against the
vulnerabilities of much stronger
opponents.

Responding to-Asymmetric Threats inthe
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Definition of asymmetric warfare. :
warfare that is between opposing forces
which differ greatly in military power and
that typically involves the use of
unconventional weapons and tactics (such
as those associated with guerrilla warfare
and terrorist attacks) Challenging the

United States in conventional combat is an
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invitation 'to disaster; combat operations
emphatically demonstrated that when

Iraq's army disintegrated under pressure
from U.S. airstrikes and ground assaults.

. are | Definiti :
Asymmetric warfare is best used against
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targets that traditionally have little or no
protection, Logistics units and
maintenance and supply assets have a high
payoff in sustained operations, but...

TFhe-AsymmetricThreat
Thornton is the author of several books on

warfare including Asymmetric Warfare:
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Threat and Response inthe 21st Century
(Polity Press, 2006) and Dimensions of
Counter-Insurgency (Routledge, 2008).
His research has appeared in several
academic journals including Journal of
Strategic Studies and International
Peacekeeping.
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Perhaps the most compelling reason to
expect an asymmetric Iranian response to
Soleimani’ s killing, however, is that
asymmetric warfare plays to Iran’ s
inherent strengths.

teirrani Il :
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Asymmetric Threat series was initiated
focusing on Cyber Threats. With new
sponsor CSP,“ Keeping the Nation’ s
Industrial Base Safe From Cyber
Threats” is the fifth symposium in the
Asymmetric Threat series and the second

in the Cyber Threat series. September
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